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PROFESSIONAL TAXIDERMY TRAINING 


Mounting of Small Animals 
You will find this to be a very interest 
u the tools needed for mounting all types 


ing part of taxi- 


dermy. We will tell yo 


of animals in each booklet. Always use forms sold by Log 


Cabin Taxidermy Supply Co. for excellent mounts. This booklet 


will teach to mount animals in size from a squirrell to a bear. 


SMALL ANIMAL MOUNTING 


Before your start to mount any trophy make sure that 


you have all the necessary tools before you start. The 


method you are about to learn will apply to mounting all 
small animals, squirrells, rabbits, minks, and etc. 
Necessary Tools 

1. Single edge razor blades 

2. scissors 


3. aknife, preferably a boning knife, you can get a good 
knife for about $2.00 at a hardware store, 


4. ten snips-8" or 10" in length. 


5. Small nylon thread and also amall glovers needle which 
are available in our catalogue. 


6. Professionals Choice Preservatives 
7. One set of eyes - TYPE I on wire 10 or 12 M.M. for squirrell 


depending on size of squirrell, the larger the squirrell 
the larger the eye. Never larger than 12 M.M. Brown in 
color for squirrells. 


8, Professionals Choice form. When you get the animal you 
want to mount it is necessary to measure it to select the 
proper size and desired form position you want. Measure 
from tip of nose to base of tail, example A to B. 


Select the form that is closest to the length of the animal, 
the measurements do not have to be exact. Example you can 
take a squirrell that is 12" long and mount it on a form 
that is 12-1/2 to 13 inches long. 


Take a single edge razor blade and make a cut from A to 
B on the back side of the leg, stop of back of foot. 


Now take the razor blade and separate the skin 

from the meat being careful not to cut through the 
skin. Go from one leg to the other leg. Now 

cut the feet off from the main body leaving them on 
the skin,this can be done with the tin snips. 


After you have completed this, now hold one hand 

on the base of the tail at the body and with the 
other hand pull the tail bone out. You should apply 
Professional choice preservative to the skin to ° 
absorb any blood while you are skinning the mount. 


Now start skinning the animal towards the head, 

take time not to cut the skin unnecessarily, 

When you get to the front legs do not cut the 

skin just turn the legs inside out when you come to 
the foot clip the fooot off with the tin snips leave 
the feet on the skin in tact, As you are getting close 
to the head be careful when you come to the ears 
take care and cut the ears off down deep in the 
skull, with the razor blade, being careful to leave 
the ear in tact on the skin, When you get to the 
eyes be careful and not cut the eye lids, now 

you are down to the lips cut the skin off close 

to the teeth, with the razor blade. 


The skin is now removed from the animal, turn it 

b+ wrong side out and remove all flesh and membranes 

from the skin with the razor blade, if there are any 
shot holes in the skin, sew it with the small thread and 
needle. 


A shot hole can be sewn up with one stitch, but be 
sure you tie three knots in the stitch, this will make 
sure that when the skin dries if one knot pulls out 
there will be another one or two to hold the stitch. 
Now cut the thread with a knife. 


Now it it time to give some attention to the lips. 
Sew the lips together from the inside with the small thread, 
be careful and take your time put the stitches close 
together, make sure the stitches do not show from the 
outside. The lips can be sewn with a loop stitch, 
like this coro — 


Now apply Professionals Choice Preservative to the flesh 
side of the skin, now take the squirrell or etc. and shake 
all excess preservative off the skin. 


Now take Professionals Choice Texidermy Clay and mix 
it with water, mix it up about as thick as childrens moddiing 
clay, if you get it to sloppy just sprinkle some more dry 
clay in it and mix with hands. Take a small amount of the 
clay and put it in the front legs, you might have to take 
a pencil to force it down to the feet do not try to put 
to much at one time, because it will just ball up. After 
this is done lay the skin down and pick up the form take some 
cotton, and put it on the tail wire be careful not to get 
it to big, now take the small thread and wind it around 
the cotton very tightly to hold it to the wire. 


It is now time to take the form and put a small 
amount of the clay around the mouth features of the 
animal, after you have completed sewing up the animal 
you can model the lips up to look natural with the 
clay under the skin. 


We are ready to put the skin on the form, 
take a little easy mount form paste and put on the 
form this will let the skin slip over the form 
more freely. Start at the head and slip the 
skin over the form it will probable be necessary 
to use an ice pick to help slip the sktn down on 
the form, it is sometimes quite a lot of trouble to 
get the front legs to go on the form but by taking 
the form and squeezing the legs together and 
with the ice pick in the other hand slip the front 
legs on the form, it is not very hard. It is 
sometimes necessary to split the front legs, but 
if you are patient you can almost always get the 
skin to slip over the front legs onthe form, 
without splitting them. Now that you have completed 
this take the tail wire and slip it in the tail. 


Now it is time to sew up the cut, Take a single 
stitch as shown in picture. Now take the feet and 
put on form it is a good idea to place a little 
clay in skin before sewing on form, sew fron one 
foot to middle, then go to the other foot and sew 
to the middle. 


The mount should now be put on 
desired stand Log or board or whatever 
you have selected put the leg wires 
through the stand. Pull tight on 
bottom and staple to bottom of stand. 
It is a good idea to drive a nail at 
base of tail into stand, This will give 
a little extra stability. Drive nail 
all the way down, now when tail is 
resting on back, as Picture shows, the 
nail will not show. 


Now being careful position to feet where they look natural, 
it is best if you take a small piece of masking tape and put 
across the feet, this will help the toes dry straight, now 
take some more masking tape and cut a small piece, put it on 
the back side of each ear, This will let them dry in place and 
not wrinkle up. 


Now it is time to put in the eyes. Clip off 
the wire close to the glass eye, leaving as little 
wire attached to the eye as possible. Take a small 
amount of professional choice taxidermist clay and put 
under the top eye lid and some under the bottom lid. 
Now take aniiee pick and move the skin in place, 
where it looks natural. Now take some straight pins 
and place at the front corner of the eye lid and one 
at the back. Do both eyes the same. Now take the ice 
pick and put the mouth skin in place, you can move the Clay 
around under the skin where it gives the mouth a 
natural look. Now if the squirrell is mounted eating 
a nut, place the nut in the hands, so it looks natural, 
Make the paws go around the nut, you can take Zlmers 
glue all and put a small amount in each paw and put the 
nut in, After the skin is dried the glue will not 
show, and the nut will stay in place. The final step is 
to take a hair brush and brush the hair down in place, 
but fluff“the tail hair up by brushing it towards the 
body. After the mount has dried for a week or 80, 
take out all pins, and remove all tape. Now brush 
and spray with hair spray. 


Suggested prices for your taxidermay work, you can go higher 
but if your work is good do not go lower, low prices always hurt 
you. You want to establish a reputation as being a good taxider- 
mist not a cheap taxidermist. 


Squirrells $30.00 
Minks $40.00 
Woodchucks $45.00 


Antler Feet Mounting 
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PROFESSIONAL TAXIDERMY TRAINING 
Antlers and Feet mounting 


This is a very easy part of taxidermy with a lot of profit 
and very little time and money tied up in material. Necessary 
tools: 1. Razor blade or knife, 2. File, 3, Taxidermy clay, 
4. Professional Choice preservative, 5, Staple gun (ceiling 
gun type), 6. Professional Choice zonogrite, 7, Professional 
Choice all purpose liquid shine ($5.00 a quart), 8. Plywood 
1/2 inch (soft wood is better such as pine or fir), 9. Five 
wood screws no. 12 by two inches long. 


Mounting antlers with the natural hair left on requires 
very little time. It is necessary that the head be skinned aut 
properly to insure having enough skin to be stapled to the 
back board This drawing shows proper way to skin head, 

After you have skinned the antlers as shown 
in this diagram, take a hack saw or a bone 
saw and cut antlers off as shown in second 
picture, The skin is not to be removed 
completely from antlers, After all brains 
and flesh have been removed from bone, 
Preserve skin with preservative and trim skull 
as shown in this diagram. Also take a 1/4 
inch drill bit and drill three holes in 
antlers as indicated by black dots. Now take 
the 1/2 inch ply board and 
cut out a piece the same 
shape as this diagram. 


Now take the wood screws and screw antlers to ply board as 
shown here. 


Leave them in tact on the skin. Continue skinning the foot 
out until you reach the hoof, Now take the bone saw and 

cut the bone off as shown in this diagram. The next step is 

to preserve the skin, Now sew up any hole in the 
skin. Next, place some Professional Choice 

Mache=B under the skin at each hoof. Now place your 
skin on the form, if vice is available, place 

form in it to sew up skin as shown in this diagram. 


After foot is completely sewn up with 
small glovers needle and small nylon 
thread, tie the thread around the 

bolt sticking out from the end of the form. 
Cut thread, take maskin tape, place a 
small piece to hold the hoofs together 
until dry, After feet are completely dry, 
clean off any excess dirt with soap and 
water. Put some black shoe dye on each hoof 
and claw, let dry, then apply Professional 
Choice all purpose liquid shine, Let 

this dry completely before attempting to 
put these on plaques. In our cate logue 
you will find ferrules listed, These 

go around the deer foot to make them 

look more attractive. When placing 

foot on plaque drill a 1/4 inch hole in 
plaque. Countersink the back side of the 
plaque where the nut will be flushed with 
the plaque and cut off any excess bolt 
hanging out. 


Suggested Prices for Mounting Antlers 
and Hoofs for Gun Racks 


Deer Antlers $17.00 
Elk Antlers $25.00 
Moose Antlers $25.00 
1 set of Deer Hoofs (2 feet) $17.50 


1 set of Antlers and Deer Hoofs comb. $30.00 


Ferrules for feet 
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Take the Professional Choice zonogrite and build up on 
antlers as shown on dotted line in this diagram, Before 
zonogrite gets dry, pull skin in back of ply board 
and staple. Cut off any excess skin. If you have 
any rough spots or lumps in the Top of the antlers, 
take you fingers and smooth them out before it dries. 
After skin is completely dry in a few days, take a 
clean rag with a mild detergent and clean off any 
excess bood off antlers. Aplly Professional Choice 
all purpose shine, let dry and then put on plaque. 


The following steps are used to mouth antlers 
with buckskin or velvet. This is necessary when 
antlers have been cut off too short or let dry 
for a long period of time. It will be necssary 
to remove all dried skin. This can be done simply 
be putting antlers in a bucket of boiling water 
until skin softens up. Follow same procedures as 
used when mounting antlers with natural hair, except buck- 
skin will have to be put on top of zonogrite. Cut a piece 
of buckskin large enough to cover the entire skull of the 
antlers. Make two cuts as shown inthis diagram straight 
behind the top of each antler. Pu the buckskin over the 
skull. The seams in the back should be pulled together, 
take the large staple gun and staple buckskin back 
of plywood. Be sure when beginning to staple buckskin 
back of plywood, that all wrinkles are pulled out. 
Now take a pair of pinking shears and cut two small 
strips about 1/2 inch wide and long enough to go 
around the antlers and cover the seam behind the 
antlers. Staple each strip to plyboard. One 
upholstery tack should be put behind each antler 
as shown here. After this is completed put all 
purpose liquid shine on antlers and place on plaque. 
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Mounting Hoofs for Gun Racks 


This lesson tells how to mount deer feet 
and other feet for gun racks. First select 
the proper size form, Either small, medium, 
large, or extra large. Now make the cut as 
shown in this drawing. After you have the 

foot skinned out, cut off the claws as 
shown in this diagram. 


